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Welcome to the fourth issue of the Newsletter, as some of you know, I was somewhat 
astonished to discover that for a number of reasons - printing costs nearly doubled and this 
coupled with the fact that when I agreed to launch the replacement for the Shore Herald I 
took the step of basing costs on revenue from the sponsors who took out space at the original 
rates, which I recently was informed had not changed for over 15years!  Because this 
Newsletter is free, I found myself in the situation of having to consider having to with regret 
make this the last issue.  Because I was an individual working on my own I did not qualify 
for grants or funding that are available to organisations who have charity status for example.  
Hopefully this may have been avoided as the Benmore & Kilmun Community Development 
Trust have offered to recognize the Newsletter as being a service to the area and we can now 
apply for funding under its auspices.  Obviously there has to be a revue of the rates for space 
and all the kind people who have been featured in the last four issues will have the 
opportunity to view the options – sadly from my point of view - the more popular the issue 
gets so does the cost! 
The Newsletter is provided as a service to the Community and anyone involved in its 
production cannot accept responsibility for omissions or errors or necessarily agree with 
opinions if expressed. 
Copies may be mailed on request, postage to be paid for.  Copies will be available on the 
counters of the Cot House Services, Strone Post Office, Gallimaufry Gallery and the village 
Halls and other selected points. 
If you have are a club, group or society whose activities you feel the Community should be 
made more aware of, then please contact  01369 840447 with all relevant details.  We would 
very much welcome input from the pre-teens and teenaged sections of our villages – their 
hobbies, what interesting things they have done, places visited, concerts etc. 
From most of the contributions it is apparent that there are many activities for all members of 
the community to participate in some way or another and many will welcome new members.  
 

Where there are any errors in the content of the newsletter please let us know. 
For prices for placing your business or group advertisement 

Contact: Ron Cruickshank Gartmore Place Shore Road STRONE PA23 8RR 
Telephone:- 01369840447    Email: ronald.cruickshank@btopenworld.com 

 
Partly sponsored by Benmore & Kilmun Development Trust & 8 donors who wish to remain 

anonymous. 
The EDITOR welcomes letters up to 300 words in length for publication. The editor also 

reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them.  Names and addresses must 
be supplied, or emails to indicate good faith. For an online version, visit:  

www.blairmoregallery.co.uk  and follow link. 
 

Acknowledgement:  Frontispiece picnic table at Ardentinny  - thank you Mrs Margaret Staley      
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KILMUN CARPET BOWLING CLUB 
 
A very successful season ended with the Annual Dinner and Presentation of Cups in the Pier 
Hotel on Thursday 15th April. 
The Murray Cup  – D Menzies.   The Robinson Cup - D Menzies and A Boistelle. 
The Mayo Watson Trophy – D Menzies and R Milbourne. 
The new season starts on Thursday 7th October when we shall welcome members old and 
new.    Bob Balfour                                                                                                            
 

SCRABBLE CLUB 
 

Members meet on alternate Mondays at 2.15 pm in The Younger Hall KILMUN for a fun 
game of Scrabble anyone interested in joining us would be most welcome. 

Contact Bob Balfour 
 

CRAFT AFTERNOON 
 

We continue to meet on Thursday afternoons at 2.30 pm in The Younger Hall KILMUN 
until the1st of July. 
We have our Strawberry Coffee Morning on Saturday 3rd July from 10.00.am till 12.00 noon. 
After that, we break for the Summer until Thursday 7th October.  Contact Rose Balfour 
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BLAIRMORE CARPET BOWLING CLUB 
 

On Saturday 10th April we finished the season with a successful Finals Day.  Although we all 
share the same happy membership, the fact that the finals of our club competitions consist of 
the winners of the Afternoon section versus the winners of the Evening section of the club, 
adds an extra spice and rivalry when the members vociferously support their own 
representative. 
Honours were even this year when both sections won two out of the four trophies, and even 
the trophy for the most points gained throughout the season was shared this year by two 
worthy gentlemen – one from each section of the club! 
The results were as follows: 
Ladies Champion - Mrs Olive Cragg;      Runner-up - Mrs Janice Hampson 
Gents Champion - Mr Angus Sutherland; Runner-up - Mr Jim Smith 
Mixed Pairs – Mrs Janice Hampson & Mr Jim Smith; 

                                               Runners-up – Miss Pat Cormack & Mr Les Hamilton 
Triples – Mrs Helen Bremner, MrRobin Melbourne & Mr Derek Rosen; 
Runners-up – Mrs Isobel Neilson,Mrs Jean Mungin & Mr Angus Sutherland 
Most League Points – Mr Dan Mungin & Mr Derek Rosen 
The trophies were presented to our winners at the Annual Dinner in the Whistlefield Inn 
where twenty members had a most enjoyable evening. 
In the Interclub matches we won against Ardentinny and lost to Kyles of Bute, both by a very 
small margin. 
 
Here I am reporting on last season and already the Summer is passing and we must think 
about next year.  The 2010/11 season begins on Tuesday 5th October with our AGM on 
Tuesday 5th October in Blairmore Hall at 2.00 pm (there is a short Committee Meeting 
beforehand at 1.30 pm).  Play commences the following day Wednesday 6th October at 2.00 
pm and 7.00 pm. 
We have vacancies for two members in both afternoon and evening sections and newcomers 
are would be most welcome.  Contact myself or any member of the committee. 

Mrs Olive Cragg (secy)  01369840288 
 

MUNNONDAY CLUB YOUNGER HALL KILMUN 
 

Munnonday Club officially closed at the end of March as usual. This year several members 
expressed a wish to keep playing whist during the summer.  It was decided to arrange an 
afternoon session for whist and a cup of tea every alternate Monday through the summer 
months.  Several members have been coming along to play and chat.  They meet at 2.15 pm 
and would welcome anyone wishing a game of whist.  This is an opportunity for anyone 
wishing to learn how to play whist to come along. 
The club resumes a full programme on Monday 27th September, providing soup and 
sandwiches, tea and biscuits as usual.  New members are welcome. 

Contact Rose Balfour 840793 0r Betty McKinven 840475 
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Local Funeral Directors:- 

 ARTHUR DOMINICK & JOANNA 
HUNTER 

 
Professional caring 24 hour service 

Telephone 01369 707000 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Agents for pre-paid Funeral Plans 
 

57 Marine Parade, Kirn, 
 Dunoon PA23 8HF 
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ARAY FISH, FRUIT & VEG 
Paul & Laura Blyth 
Dalavoullin Cottage 

INVERARAY  PA32 8XT 
Mobile shop visits Loch Eck-side and the Shore 
Villages to Ardentinny every Tuesday  at regular 

stopping points. 
 Please ring if you would like a call. 

Tel: 01499302412     Mobile: 07787113746 
Email: aray.fish@virgin.net 
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Telephone: 01369705864 
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VELUX WINDOWS 
SHEDS & SUMMER HOUSES 
KITCHEN UNITS ASSEMBLED 

DOORS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
GUTTERING RENEWED 

Telephone 01369840429  



 

�
 
 

THE SHORE ART CLUB 
 
The final part of the 2009/10 session of the Art Club has seen demonstrations from Donald 
Manson who showed us a variation of Lino Cut printing which everyone thoroughly enjoyed; 
we also had Jan Ferguson, the wild life artist, who gave us a demonstration of “fur & feathers 
at  which a lot of our members found very difficult to see as it was so fine and intricate! 
The club had an outing to the Glasgow Boys exhibition at the Kelvingrove Galleries which 
everyone found most interesting. 
Our annual exhibition took place in the Younger Hall on the 17 -19th June and was well 
attended.                                                                                                  Sheelagh Gillespie 
 

ARDENTINNY SWRI 
 
At our final meeting of the season Sadie Harris gave a story accompanied by her large 
collection of bookmarks from all round the world. 
Our points cup which is the Cameron Rose Bowl was won by Madalene Lee; points are given 
at each meeting where items of handicraft, art, homebaking etc are judged and placed 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd. 
We are going to have a bric-a-brac stall at the flea market in the Younger Hall Kilmun on the 
28th June and we look forward to your support. 
Our new season starts on the 28th September and we welcome existing and new members. 

Mrs Mary Menzies (secy) 
 

REFLECTION 
 

Welcome to a new, locally based window cleaning service set up and run by John (GOLDIE) 
Campbell of Strone.  Windows are cleaned using a ladderless water-fed pole system and de-

ionised water.  This eliminates the need for detergents and is therefore environmentally 
friendly.  Goldie would love to hear from you so please give him a call.                                                                                            

01369840398 or mobile 07830389895 
 

MoonWalk Edinburgh 2010  
By the time this article is published I have hopefully walked my first marathon (26.2 miles) The walk started 
at midnight on Saturday 19 June and ended some time after 7am on Sunday 20 June, taking in the streets of 
Edinburgh and surrounding area. There were approximately 12,000 of us all walking to raise funds (and 
awareness) of breast cancer – which affects men as well as women! I have been training since the beginning 
of the year, trying to gradually build up my walking by going out most days and going either slightly farther 
or slightly faster each day. I may not look much healthier on the outside but I feel better inside, have had 
great fun and hope I have made a difference with my small contribution to the large sums of money raised. I 
would like to thank everyone who encouraged me, and sponsored me and all my team mates. 
 
Lorraine Whitton 
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WHAT’S COMING IN BLAIRMORE August-December 2010 

 
I have been asked to highlight the following up-coming events in Blairmore Village. 
 
15th August Waverley Cruise (2.40 pm)                   16th October Waverley Cruise (1 pm) 
16th October Art & Craft Fayre                9th December  Switch on Christmas Tree Lights 
                              10 -12th December  Visit from Santa & Mrs Claus 

 
ARDENTINNY BRIDGE CLUB 

 
This small club meets every Monday at 7pm in Ardentinny Village Hall.   Anyone interested 
in playing or learning the game of Bridge is welcome.  Teaching is given and individuals 
should not hesitate to come.                                             Contact 01369840695 
 

MOON WALK EDINBURGH 2010 
 
By the time this article is published I have hopefully walked my first marathon (26.2 miles) 
The walk started at midnight on Saturday 19th June and ended some time after 7am on 
Sunday 20th June, taking in the streets of Edinburgh and surrounding area. There were 
approximately 12,000 of us all walking to raise funds (and awareness) of breast cancer – 
which affects men as well as women! I have been training since the beginning of the year, 
trying to gradually build up my walking by going out most days and going either slightly 
farther or slightly faster each day. I may not look much healthier on the outside but I feel 
better inside, have had great fun and hope I have made a difference with my small 
contribution to the large sums of money raised. I would like to thank everyone who 
encouraged me, and sponsored me and all my team mates.                        Lorraine Whitton 

 
BLAIRMORE VILLAGE HALL 

 
The Hall is situated opposite Blairmore Pier.  It is managed by an elected committee for the 
use of the Community.  It is used regularly by several clubs – Kilmun Bridge Club, Shore Art 
Club, Country Dancing and Indoor Bowling.  It is available for rent by any organisation. 
Anyone wishing to book the Hall please contact Dr Ann Hodson (Booking Secretary)                                                           

01369840695 
KILMUN BRIDGE CLUB 

 
This club plays every Thursday evening in Blairmore Hall at 7pm. 

New members are most welcome, all that is required is a partner and some knowledge of the 
game.  Anyone interested call Mr A Murray (President) 706387 or Mr A Hodson                                                                                        

(Secretary)  01369840386 
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EXHAUSTS – BRAKES – CLUTCHES -  ENGINES – STEERING – SUSPENSION – 

TIMING BELTS 
MOT PREPARATION & REPAIRS SERVICING & MAINTENANCE 

RECOVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
PANEL BEATING & SPRAY PAINTING�
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MARINE WIRING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS 

• General wiring repairs and fault finding.• Engine wiring harnesses repaired and manufactured to spec. 
• Split charging systems designed and installed.• Instrument and switch panels supplied and manufactured. 

• Eberspacher & Webasto heaters repaired, serviced and installed. 
• Charging and starting systems tested and repaired. 

• Alternators and starter motors supplied and reconditioned. 
• Engine start and auxiliary batteries supplied, fitted and tested. 

• Specialist marine electrical parts supplied.• Shore supplies tested and installed. 
• Navigation and saloon lighting repaired and installed. 

137 John Street Dunoon  PA23 7BL 
Contact: Billy Earley  Tel: 01369701555  e-mail: bi lly@premier-auto.co.uk 

�
 

John Brown (Strone) Ltd 
 

BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
Registered No. 29516 (Scotland) 

 
STRONE PLACE 5 HAMILTON STREET  DUNOON ARGYLL PA23 7RG 

 
Tel: (01369) 707766    Fax: (01369) 707094 

Email: enquiries@jbstrone.co.uk 
 
    

BOOKPOINTBOOKPOINTBOOKPOINTBOOKPOINT            
YOUR LOCAL BOOKSHOP 

FOR A WIDE SELECTION OF BOOKS, MAPS, PENS AND CARDS  
 

            

 
We will be pleased to order and deliver books. 

 
Under new management at 147 Argyll Street, Dunoon 

 
Telephone:- 01369 702377 
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QUICK REFERENCE OF LOCAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 
SERVICES DJ Mr A Cameron 706380 
 Architect Mr A Kirk 840554 
 Western Ferries Hunter’s Quay 704452 
 Caledonian MacBrayne Dunoon 706491 
 Shearwater Chandlers Mrs J Brannan 706666 
 Holy Loch Marina Mr M Downes 701800 
 Events organiser Mr D Dewar 840404 
 Forestry Services Dave Petro 705564 
 Insight Graphic Systems  840088 
 Farrier Mr J Witham 810300 
 Industrial Relations Consultants Kerr-Smith Associates 840100 
 Professional Services Ltd Mr D McKenzie 840077 
 Neighbourhood Watch Ardentinny Mr M Bartley 810324 
 N/bourhood Watch Midge Lane Mr R Cruickshank 840447 
 Roads & Lighting  703959 
 Dunoon Observer Mr Colin Cameron 703218 
 Tourist Information Centre  703785 
    
CRAFTS/ARTS Chain-Saw carvings Mr A Maclachlan 703124 
 Garden Furniture Mr R Young 840663 
 Art Studio Mrs P Glennie  
 Gallimaufry ArtGallery Mr & Mrs Boyce 840253 
 Artistic works Mr & Mrs A McClintock 840517 
 Artist Mr Colm Docherty 706719 
    
RETAILERS Cot House Services Mr A Murray 840710 
 Glory Hole Blairmore Mrs J Cornish 810201 
 Shop & Post Office Strone Mr D Rosen 840662 
    
HOTELS Pier Hotel Kilmun Mr I Murray 840334 
LEISURE Benmore Lodges  706591 
TOURISM James Duncan Restaurant Ms N Potts 840509 
 Chase the Wild Goose Lodges Ms L Fairclough 840672 
 Cot House Caravan Park  840351 
 Cottage Lets Mrs A Barnes 840206 
 Cowal Line Dancing Ms M Rankin 840413 
 Coylet Inn Mr S Copson 840426 
 Coffee Shop Blairmore Mr & Mrs S Boyce 840253 
 Holiday Village Hunter’s Quay Mr D Dain 707772 
 Holy Loch Inn Mrs J Roxburgh 705864 
 Invereck Caravan Park Mrs J Haddon 705544 
 Benmore Café & Shop Ms N Potts 840509 
 Loch Eck Caravan Park Mr & Mrs Ineson 840086 
 Loch Eck Lodges Mr D Bertram 840775 
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HALLS Uig Hall Rashfield Mr M McDonald 01369-706591 
 Younger Hall Kilmun Mrs W Gillon 01369-840570 
 Highgate Hall  Strone Mr Fraser Smith 840397 
 Blairmore Hall  Dr A Hodson 840695 
 Ardentinny Hall  Mrs B Marshall 810180 
    
CLUBS Ardentinny Bowling Club Mr J Robinson 810240 
 Blairmore Country Dancing Ms J Laird 810215 
 Blairmore Golf Club Mrs D Law 840231 
 Badminton Club Highgate Hall Mrs V Watson 840469 
 Bridge Club Kilmun Mr A Hodson  840386 
 Carpet Bowling Ardentinny Mr G Smith 810218 
 Carpet Bowling Blairmore Mrs O Cragg 840288 
 Carpet Bowling Kilmun Mr R Balfour 840793 
 Curling Club Ms K Brown  
 Munnonday Club Mrs B McKinven 840475 
 Scrabble Club Mr Bob Balfour 840793 
 Shore Art Club Ms Morag Fowler  707690 
 Upper Cowal Bowling Club  706458 
    
CHURCHES Minister   
 Session Clerk Kilmun Mr R Balfour 840793 
 Session Clerk  Strone&Ardentinny Mrs A Paterson 840685 
SCHOOL Strone Primary Mrs Webb (secy.) 840202 
GUILDS Kilmun Church Mrs M Campbell 706339 
 Strone & Ardentinny Mrs M Hacking 810242 
    
GLORY HOLE Blairmore Mrs J Cornish 810201 
    
TOURS’N’TEAS Kilmun Church Mrs M Donald 703760 
    
HOMES Invereck Eventide Home Unit Manager 706231 
    
SWRI Strone Mrs R Ferguson 840464 
 Ardentinny Mrs M Menzies 810307 
RNLI Kilmun and Shore} Mrs M McLeod 840686 
         “      “     “     } Ms Hilary Barr 840330 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS  Mrs J Kirby 840506 
    
DIAL-A-BUS  Argyll&Bute Council O1546602869 
    
LIBRARIES Dunoon  708682 
 Mobile   07990773102 
    
HOSPITALS Cowal Community Hospital  704341 
 Inverclyde Royal  01475633777 
DOCTOR Riverbank Surgery Dr Hamilton 840279 
  District Nurse 705232 
NHS24   08454242424 
INTERLOCHTRANSPORT Kilmun Mrs Maureen Spy 840474 
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COASTGUARD Dunoon  703603 
    
FIRE STATION Dunoon  704670 
    
VET Dunoon  702532 
    
POLICE Kilmun PC M Goldie 840595 
 Dunoon  763060 
    
A&B  COUNCIL  Mr B Marshall 840346 
  Mr R Simon 078792283903 
  Mr A McNaughton 01700841269 
    
DEVELOPMENT TRUST Benmore & Kilmun Mrs D McDonald Chair 706591 
  Mr David  McKenzie Secy.. 840025 
    
COMMUNITY COUNCIL Kilmun Ms S Minns  Chair 07919286214 
  Mr Robert Aldam  Secretary 840350 
    
HERITAGE TRUST Blairmore Pier  705511 
VILLAGE TRUST Blairmore  705511 
    
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
WHAT WHERE WHEN 
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Continued from 
page 11 

Quadmania Blairmore Mr D Marshall 810289 

 Sheila’s Diner  840333 
 B&B  St Munn’s Manse Mr & Mrs Burke 840311 
   B&B Duncreggan House Mr & Mrs M Rice 07973129490 
 Stratheck International   840472 
 Gairletter Caravan Park Mr N Stirrat 840257 
 Salsa Dancing Sue 870040 
 Strone Inn Mr & Mrs Perry 840227 
 Whistlefield Inn Kate & Alan 860440 
 Whistlefield Lodges  860745 
    
TRADES Joinery work Mr A Cameron 706380 
 Painter/Decorator Mr A Pryde 840688 
 General Contractor Mr D Rankine 840121 
 General Contractor Mr E Whitton 840690 
 Paint stripping Mr C Kelly 840732 
 Electrical Contractor Mr J B Stevenson 840420 
 Plumber Mr J Oxland 840222 
 Property Maintenance/Builders Mr M Logan 840429 
 Builder  Mr M McDonald 706591 
 Plumber/Heating Engineer Mr P Shields 840478 
 Builder/Joiner Mr A Crowe 704261 
 General Contractor Mr S McSweeney 840216 
 Electrician Mr S Grant 840747 
 Property Maintenance Chimneysweep Mr W Bremner 840589 
 Window Cleaner Mr J (Goldie) Campbell 840398 07830389895 
    
FARMS Forestry Services Mr D Guy 706230 
FISHERIES Benmore Gardens Mr P Baxter 706261 
NURSERIES Benmore Home Farm Mr N McVicar 706264 
LIVESTOCK Forestry Services Messrs Ross Petro 705564 
 Glen Finart Deer Park Mr N Kennedy 810331 
 Blairmore Farm Mr J MacArthur 810289 
 Land & Tree Management  705564 
 Gardening Mrs D McCheyne 840614 
 Earthmoving Equipment Mr R MacArthur 840289 
 Forest management  703749 
 Venison Game Dealer/Stalking Mr W Churchill 705319 
    
MISCELLANEOUS Benmore Centre Mr Peter Baxter 706337 
 Friends of Graham’s Point Mrs E Boyd 840226 
 Scottish Natural Heritage Mr J Downie 705377 
    
ADD YOUR OWN!    
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DUNCREGGAN LODGE 
BLAIRMORE  

SCOTTISH BUILDING Reg. No.  2635 
Tel/Fax: 01369840690  Mobile: 07909973138 

E-mail: ceale.whitton@virgin.net 

 

Coffee?       Home-made Lunch ?- £6.50      Dinner?      
Special Occasions?  

THE PIER GUEST HOUSE & BISTRO  
Tel: (01369) 840418 

 
All our rooms are en suite. 

We also cater for parties, large or small. While our sister company, Argyll Catering Ltd . handles all kinds 
of outside occasions 

 
You are welcome to bring your own wines & spirits there will be a small corkage charge 

 

 
Curator: Mr. Peter Baxter 

 

Open Daily 1st March to 31st October from 10am 
 

Benmore Fernery 
Open from 11am closing an hour before the Garden  

 
With the Grain – the return of Tim Stead 

Courtyard Gallery until 25th July 2010 
From 10.30am  

 
Tour the Garden with Garden Guides   

from 2pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, no additional charge 
 

Admission: Adults £5 Child £1 Family £10 Concession £4 
For further information please contact the Garden Office: 01369 706261 

Email; benmore@rbge.org.uk       Website:      www.rbge.org.uk 
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Strone & Ardentinny Church of 
Scotland 

 
THE GLORY HOLE 

Blairmore Pier 
Mon – Sat  11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Books, bric-a -brac and small furniture 
       
Telephone:- 01369 810201 
 

 
Fast and Frequent       Up to 4 sailings an hour at peak times 

The Short Cut to Dunoon and Cowal 
 

 
 

Te: 01369704452   Fax: 01368 706020 
Email: enquiries@western-ferries.co.uk      www.western-ferries.co.uk 

 
Community Involvement 

Western Ferries takes its place in the community very seriously and re-invests its financial resources by 
employing a local work force and through local purchasing.  Funds are made available for the sponsorship of 

local groups, individuals and sports organizations and charities.  Western Ferries sponsor local sporting 
events including the Cowal Highland Gathering and the annual Western Ferries Pro-Am golf tournament. 

The company provides a 24-hour call-out service for the Scottish Ambulance Service for ambulances 
carrying emergency cases to Greenock, Paisley and Glasgow 
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Fitted Bathrooms and Kitchens 

 
We design: We Supply:  We install 

We decorate: We even clean up afterwards! 
Complete Service – One Call Does it All  

Tiling, plastering, plumbing, joinery, decorating and other building works undertaken 
Andy Gilles: 01369 830 495 or 07703 576 238  

Burnbank, Wyndham Road, INNELLAN PA23 7SJ 
Established 1987 

Shields of Strone 

 
Plumbing & Oil Central Heating 

Engineer 
 

Bathroom Refurbishment/Tiling 
 

Boiler Installation /Replacement 
 

01369 840478 or 07801 817277 



 

 
 

ARDENTINNY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Spring has given rise to appropriate pre-occupation with gardening and we have registered 
interest in the proposed sale of our Walled Garden in Glen Finart.  A working group is 
currently busy in negotiations with the Forestry Commission, we await a valuation and are 
seeking to form a new Development Trust and exploring sources of funding and advice. 
An invitation from Lochgoilhead CC resulted in a very enjoyable day out when thirty people 
walked the new forest track over to Carrick Castle to be greeted with champagne and a 
convivial meeting and hearty lunch.  This was followed by participation in a networking 
evening and barbecue with our hospitable neighbours and a return event is scheduled for the 
autumn 
Now in the final stages of approval of the National Park’s Local Plan, there has been renewed 
opposition to housing proposals and we await a decisive meeting of the National Park Board 
in June. 
The Church roof is under repair, and with the exception of the caravan site, the whole village 
is looking good, ready for our annual intake of grandchildren with their families and other 
visitors.                                                                                             Dennis Gower 
 

ROYAL NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION 
 
The Kilmun and District Branch of the R.N.L.I. is pretty busy during the spring and summer 
months. The AGM was held in April with just one change of office bearer, Marjory McLeod 
retired as Secretary having in the past been President, Collection Convenor and a staunch 
member of the committee for many years. We are very grateful to Marjory for all that she has 
done and so glad she is staying on the committee for a while yet. 
Our annual plant sale on 28th May took on a new look this year, being held in the evening and 
followed by a “Gardeners’ Question Time”. This was chaired by Peter Baxter, Curator, 
RBGE, Benmore Gardens who was joined by Leigh Morris, Head of Education RBGE, 
Joanna Gough, Head Gardener for Geilston Garden, Cardross and Sally Hall from The Tree 
Shop, Cairndow. The whole event was extremely well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by 
everybody, raising approximately £330.00 
The end of May was also our ‘House to House’ and ‘Supermarket/Street’ Collection Week 
which raised a splendid total of £1244.50, so very many thanks to all those who took part.  
July will see us collecting on Western Ferries on the 3rd and Cal-Mac Ferries on the 24th. We 
shall also be on Dunoon Pier on Cowal Games Saturday. 
 

GARDENING TIP 
By placing ice cubes in your hanging baskets, you can save water and possibly leaf and root 
damage. 
 

US NAVY BASE 1961 – 92 
At its height, the US navy base in the Holy Loch had 2000 US personnel, 1600 dependents 
and employed 150 Scottish workers.          17 



 

SHORE CHURCHES 
 

My thanks to the Editor for the opportunity to contribute to this issue of Loch ‘n’ Glen News.  
I must begin by putting right a mistake that occurred in the printing of my article in the last 
issue, which referred to “my wife tripping over my mother-in-law who fell and broke her 
right knee in two places.”  A line had inadvertently been missed out, and the reference should 
have been to “my wife tripping over one of the aforementioned (removal) boxes and 
fracturing her left hip, followed a few weeks later by my mother-in-law who fell and broke 
her right knee in two places.”  I’m happy to report that both ladies are making good progress 
– and the experience has enabled me to claim that I live in a house of fallen women!  ( Many 
apologies – have to add more water!!  Editor) 
The celebration of the centenary of the death of Dr Elizabeth Blackwell went off well on 29 
May, starting at Kilmun Church with an exhibition and tours of the church and Dr 
Blackwell’s gravestone, while afternoon teas as in the 1900s were served by Mrs Marion 
Campbell and her team.  There followed an excellent keynote address by Val Gilles and 
reflections on the contemporary situation by Kirsty Husband, The day concluded with a 
buffet dinner and ceilidh in the Younger Hall.  Congratulations and thanks to all concerned, 
especially event co-ordinator Janette Valentine. 
Looking ahead, as in previous years, a series of three ‘The Shores Sing Praises’ services is 
planned for over the summer months – starting off in Kilmun Church on Wednesday 9 June 
at 7pm, then in Ardentinny Church on 7 July, and finally back in Kilmun on 11 August.  
There is opportunity for you to suggest your favourite hymns for inclusion – just let me 
know. 
‘Tours ‘n’ Teas’ have started again at Kilmun Church every Tuesday and Thursday from 
1.30pm to 4pm, giving a fascinating insight into its history. 
Work on repairing the ceiling and roof in Ardentinny Church has suffered a number of delays 
but is now well under way and, at the time of writing, it is hoped that the church will be open 
again for worship within a few weeks. 
On Saturday 19 June Strone & Ardentinny Church are holding a Plant Sale and Coffee 
Morning from 10am until 12 noon in Blairmore Hall, and on Saturday 31 July they are 
serving Cream Teas in Ardentinny Village Hall.  All are very welcome at both events. 
Finally, if I can be of help in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me on 840313. 
from Rev David Mill, 
minister at The Shore Churches (Kilmun linked with Strone and Ardentinny 
DM 

ARCHAEOLOGY 
I am planning a two day course on Archaeology which, amongst other topics, will cover the 
development of the pyramid from its roots in Nubia, through its beginning in Saqqarah with 
the stepped pyramid built by Imhotep in 2685 BC to the famous pyramids at Giza, now the 
only remaining Wonder of the Ancient World. 
The course will be held on Wednesdays 20th October and 3rd November 2010, starting at 
10.30 am to 12.30 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm presented by Lionel Masters MA. FRSA. 
For further details – watch this space in the September issue of the Loch’n’Glen News. 
Derek Cornish 810201                                      
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Car/Truck/Bus & Plant equipment electrical repairs.  

Computer diagnostics on all makes of motor vehicles including ABS/Airbags/Engine management systems 
Wiring looms repairs and replacement.  

General fault finding on all electrical circuits. 
Starter motors and alternators supplied and reconditioned 

Batteries tested and replaced.  
Hands-free phone kits supplied and fitted. 

Towbar, Caravan and Trailer Centre 
137 John Street Dunoon  PA23 7BL 

Contact: Billy Earley  Tel: 01369701555  e-mail: bi lly@premier-auto.co.uk  
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                       ANDREW BARR                                                                
                                                    Your local agent with 5 years experience    
                                                    specializing in Sandbank, Kilmun, Strone,                        

                                Blairmore, Ardentinny, Strachur and        
                                                                          Tighnabruaich, 
 

                             Thinking of moving? 
                                                                                                                                                           

                                             For free valuation with no obligation,  
                                             please ring: 07974318798 or  

                                              email abarr@remax-scotland.com 
REMAX PROPERTIES :    204 Argyll Street  Dunoon PA23 7HA 

Tel:  :  0845450 1312 
Email:info@remax-countryproperties.com    website: www.remax-argyll.co.uk 
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Vehicle hire available at weekends for Groups and Charitable Organisations. 
  Tel: 01369840474     e-mail:info@interlochtransport.com        Website:www.interlochtransport.com 

Thanks to Andrew Daw for our web site development 
Funded by Argyll & Bute Council, Argyll & Islands Leader, Robertson Trust 

  

JOE SLOSS JOINERS ~ CLACHAIG 
 

Internal Finishing Joinery-work 
Free estimates with competitive prices 

Tel: 01369706926  e-mail: joeslossjoiners@hotmail.co.uk 
 
                                                  COWAL NEWSPAPERS 
 
At one time there were five newspapers covering the local area. These were: 
Argyllshire Standard -started 1871 then continued as 
Dunoon Observer and Argyllshire Standard from 1892 or 1894 
Dunoon Advertiser and District Courier 1903 -1926 
Dunoon Herald and Cowal Advertiser-1876 -1965 
Dunoon Observer - started as  
Cowal Watchman 1876 -1886 then 
Dunoon Observer and Cowal Watchman 1886 -92 or 94 and then  
Dunoon Observer and Argyllshire Standard 1892 or 1894 to present. 
 
                                                           LADIES SHINTY 
 
It is not widely known that there is a local ladies shinty team. It is officially known as Cowal 
and Bute Ladies Shinty Team, but more affectionately called the Cowgirls. It plays in South 
Division 2 of the Women's Camanachd Association leagues, which necessitates travel to 
places as far afield as Edinburgh and Linlithgow. Home games are played at Castle Toward. 
 

BLAIRMORE PIER OPEN DAY 
 

Agnes, her team and people “manning/womanning” the displays and tents of the Open Day 
must have been glad for the weather to be kind to them.  Comforting to hear that over the day 
there was a steady stream of locals as well as visitors.  With a diverse range of attractions 
there was plenty to hold everyone’s attention from pottery to painting, small boats to real live 
ones, and items from the past mainly WW11 related with music and song to match – even 
some in uniforms etc from the past.  Of course the teas and goodies were also very welcome!  
Nice way to bring communities together. 
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SCOTTISH GARDENS SCHEME OPEN DAYS 
 
Following a successful debut in 2009  there is once again an opportunity to visit local gardens 
as part of the Scottish Gardens Scheme. Eight very different gardens in the villages of 
Kilmun, Strone, Blairmore and Ardentinny will be open to visitors on Saturday June 26 and 
Sunday June 27th from 1 to 5 pm.  Teas and toilets will also be provided in Blairmore Village 
Hall where there will be a sale of second hand gardening books.  A £4 admission fee gives 
access to all of the gardens. Plants will also be for sale at some of the gardens.   All proceeds 
go to a variety of charities.  Gardens will be signposted. If you want to visit please look out 
for yellow gardens Scheme signs, yellow balloons and parking directions. The admission fee 
can be paid at the first garden you visit on the day.  Steep slopes or narrow paths limit 
disabled access to to some parts of the gardens. 
 

Arboretum Lodge, Shore Rd.,Kilmun 
Fountain Villa, Shore Rd., kilmun 

Lindsay Cottage, 19/20 Grahams Point, Kilmun 
Dunclutha House, Strone 

Bellhaven, Duncreggan Lane,  Blairmore (access by walking up White’s Brae). 
Duncreggan View, Duncreggan Lane, Blairmore(access by walking up White’s Brae). 

4 Swedish Houses, Ardentinny 
5 Swedish Houses, Ardentinny 

 
WITH THE GRAIN – THE RETURN OF TIM STEAD 

 
An exhibition celebrating both the life and work of wood sculptor Tim Stead and the 
continuing output of exquisite furniture in his style by the workshop of Tim Stead. 
Benmore Courtyard Gallery until 25th July from 10.30am, (Garden admission applies). 
Discover more, become a Friend of Benmore Botanic Garden; enjoy supporting the Garden, 
free entry to Benmore, Dawyck, Logan and the famous Glasshouses in Edinburgh, special 
events and a quarterly magazine. 
For further information on Benmore Botanic Garden please contact the Garden Office; 01369 
706 261, email; benmore@rbge.org.uk  or  http://www.rbge.org.uk 
The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a Charity registered in Scotland (No SC007983) 
Letter to the Editor,  
Mrs May Lamont, Blairmore, regularly posts copies of the News to my friend, Mrs Janet 
Robinson and me, and I am writing to say how much we appreciate the magazine.   May also 
used to send to us copies of the Shore Herald and we were sorry when it closed, but are so 
pleased with its replacement. 
Janet has been visiting Blairmore for 60+ years, originally through contact between her father 
and the late Elena Brown's Uncle who moved to the West Midlands to work.   In later years, 
with her husband and family, she regularly visited Bert and Elena and, in more recent years, I 
have been coming with Janet for holidays.   We now have the privilege of using the bungalow 
belonging to Isobel and Martin.  We love Blairmore and the area around it and, although now 
retired and therefore able to take more holidays, we always want to come back to Blairmore.    
Joan Edwards.                                                     21 



 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 
WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH? 
It is a way of helping your street, village or area prevent crime and vandalism. 
WHO CAN TAKE PART? 
You can. Any member of the community can join Neighbourhood Watch if you are 
interested, aware and NEIGHBOURLY. Busy bodies and vigilante types need not apply.  
WHAT DO YOU DO? 
Be alert to suspicious incidents, vehicles or people in the street, and quickly tell the Police or 
watch co-ordinator what you have seen. 
Help prevent crime by protecting your home-security postcode your valuables and if you 
need to, improve the security of your house with window locks and good door locks and 
chains. The police crime prevention officers will gladly advise you what to do.  
WHAT DO YOU GET FROM THE POLICE 
Each neighbourhood watch scheme has a designated officer and a scheme administrator who 
will make regular contact with the watch co-ordinator, and visit the scheme as often as is 
possible. Urgent information will be passed to your scheme via your co-ordinator and a 
telephone cascade system  
WHAT WILL HAPPEN AS YOUR SCHEME DEVELOPS? 
Criminals will avoid your area if they know their activities will be reported promptly 
Your neighbours should get to know each other better 
Your community importantly will feel safer and more secure 
As members of Neighbourhood watch you will receive window/door stickers and a security 
booklet, also available free postcode marker pens, purchase at beneficial prices, of personal 
attack alarms, door chains and viewers. Insurance companies may offer discounts to active 
scheme members 
 
Keeping Illegal Drugs out of Rental Properties 
 
Several police forces and local authorities have been raising awareness of this over the last 
few months.  Grampian Police have produced a current leaflet; 
http://uk.search.yahoo.com/search?p=The+leaflet+can+be+found+here.&ei=utf-
8&fr=chr=yei8 which, although aimed at landlords, gives loads of information on the signs to 
look out.  It has lots of really useful information and this is backed up by pictures showing 
many of the tell tale signs. Note contact details on the leaflet relate to the Grampian area only, 
information for this area contact Ron Cruickshank Midge Lane Neighbourhood Watch Co-
ordinator. 
http://www.spstation.co.uk/ is of interest to “youngies” who may be considering what they 
may want to do in the future. 
On that subject – are there any whiz-kids in the area that would like to put a few hours in 
every three months by helping the editor put the newsletter together – this will entail a few 
lessons on building the newsletter,  making a few phone calls giving a nudge to people who 
have forgotten to send in copy etc. ?? 
The next issue will be “on the streets” at the end of September and any articles should be with 
the editor by the 5th of September. 
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BENMORE & RASHFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

So much work has been done on the hall and surrounding area recently those of you who 
have not visited in the past 3 or 4 months will scarcely recognise the place. We have a fine 
new concrete road, a path leading down to the bridge over the Eachaig  - with no puddles to 
get your best dancing shoes soaked and a spacious tarmac car park. We are incredibly 
grateful to the 20 or so volunteers who together put in over 300 hours of work to finish the 
project. Also really grateful to Gillies Brown and to Ian McNee for loan of tarmac machine, 
road roller and batch mixer complete with load of concrete. The kitchen is now totally rebuilt  
- and ideal for small meetings as well as suitable for catering for parties and other 
celebrations.  After so many happy hours spent in Uig Hall it seemed very fitting that the 
memorial for Jock Brown was held in the hall  - and we are grateful to his family for the 
beautiful birch tree which has been planted in his memory.  This year we have three weddings 
and a funeral  - one more wedding would be lovely….. 
Our next big event on Saturday 19th     June is the annual Mighty Eachaig Challenge  - which 
may turn out to be the mighty Loch Eck challenge unless we have some serious rainfall in the 
next 10 days. Please do turn up at Benmore Gardens car park as usual to enter  - if necessary 
we will relocate the event to the west of Loch Eck.  The usual ceilidh in the evening. Our next 
event will be the Ceilidh dance with Canned Haggis on Cowal Games Friday. 
 

BENMORE AND KILMUN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST  
 
A lot of work has been going on in the various sub groups of the Trust -  
1. We now have the funding for the feasibility study into the viability of a community shop 
somewhere along the shore, ( just like in the Archers) and a sub-group is appointing an 
independent person to carry out this work. 
2. We had feedback from the consultants looking at the possibility of an anaerobic digester to 
treat the sewage along the shore. They concluded that this would not be viable. But a follow 
on idea from this was to look at the possibility of a biomass heating system. At a public 
meeting held in Highgate Hall those present voted to ask the Trust to apply for funding to 
look into the feasibility of this. 
3. The paths group have just about completed the path link from Blairmore to Gairletter  - this 
route will be included in one of the walks in Cowal Fest and provides a fabulous link for 
cyclists from the shore to connect with the forest tracks further north and west. 
4.Community Partnership Goes Green. As part of 8 communities throughout the National 
Park we applied for and were successful in getting a grant to assist those living within 
Benmore and Kilmun Parish to save energy. This project will start at the end of June. We  
will have energy monitors which will be available to borrow for everyone living in the area 
so that the energy use of your home can be broken down and calculated. We will have 
advisers who will be calling on householders to give advise on how to save energy within the 
home and what grants may be available, and we will be working with Strone School on 
projects about saving energy. 
5. At Graham’s Point. We now have a barbecue for use by those visiting the point. Our 
thanks to the volunteers who look after Graham’s Point and to the Council staff who cut the 
grass.                                                              23 



 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!! 
AYR FLOWER SHOW 

 
After last year’s successful trip we thought it would be good to do it all again. The date is 
Saturday 7th August and the price is £24.00 which includes bus fare and entrance fee.  The 
bus will leave Ardentinny at 8.30am and there will be pick-up points all the way along the 
Shore as well as Sandbank and Hunter’s Quay.  The return journey will be leaving Ayr at 

4.00pm with drop-offs as before. If you would like join us please get in touch.   
 

EDINBURGH TATTOO 
 

There are seats available to go to this. The date for this one is 14th August and the price is 
£39.00 which includes fare and entrance fee. The bus leaves Ardentinny at 2.00pm and there 
are pick-up points along the Shore as well as Sandbank and Hunter’s Quay. The journey to 
Edinburgh will go by Western Ferry but the return journey will be by road so drop-offs will 
obviously be reversed. The performance is at 7.30pm. If you would like to go or need more 

details please let me know.        Eileen  01369810385 or 0772146504 
 

LATE SNIPPET 
 

Folk Music lovers –  Acoustic Soundz -the local Sandbank Group will perform music and 
songs from the 60s-70s-80s – where? 

 
HOLY LOCH INN SANDBANK 

SATURDAY 17TH JULY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 


